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‘Leur apparition,
a la fin du XVllle
siecle, resultait




lJidot is @ name given {0 @ group
of typefaces named ailer the

UNIQUE

French printing and type
producing family.

The classification is known as modern, or Uidone. The
typeface we know today was based on a collection of
related types developed in the period 1784-1811.
Firmin Didot [1764-1836]) cut the letters, and cast them
as type in Paris.

His brother, Pierre Didot (1760-1833] used the types in printing. His edition of La Henriade by Voltaire in 1818
is considered his masterwork. The typeface takes inspiration from John Baskerville's experimentation
with increasing stroke contrast and @ more condensed armature. The Didot family's development of a high
contrast typeface with an increased stress is contemporary to similar faces developed by Giambattista
Bodoni in Italy. Didot is described as neoclassical, and is evocative of the Age of Enlightenment.



Leur apparition, a (a fin du XVllle
Siecle, resultait moins d’un progres
dans l'arl des graveurs que dans
["apparition d’'une nouvelle qualite de
napier verge, et d'encres a sechage
rapide, evitant de faire « haver » les
lefires.

Associéees des le regne de Napoléon a une typographie «
la francaise », les didones furent massivement utilisees en
France de 1810 aux années 1930 pour les imprimes
reglementaires, [es manuels scolaires, et une grande partie
de 'edition scientifique. Mais a la faveur de la bureautique,
I'emploi de cette famille de polices a largement régresse,
meme en France: une des principales causes est sans
doute la réesolution trop faible des ecrans d’ordinateur, qui
« Jomme » oU « gliasse » les delies.

The Didot family's development of a high contrast typeface with an increased stress is
contemporary to similar faces developed by Giambattista Bodoni in Italy. Didot is described as
neoclassical, and is evocative of the Age of Enlightenment.



