THE CONSONANTS AT LAW

SIGMA vs. TAU,
IN THE COURT OF THE SEVEN VOWELS

This mock prosecution, probably not by Lucian, but
much later than his time, is based upon the fact that in the
Attic dialect many words originally written with double s
came eventually to be pronounced and written with double
t, and incidentally mentions words in which [ has been
substituted for r; g for k and [; z, x and r for s, and t for d, th,
and z. It cannot be adequately translated, for we have
nothing of that sort in English.



AIKH 2ZYMOQONQN TOY XII'MA IIPOX
TO TAY YIIO TOIX EIITA ©®QNHEXIN!

PEmi doyovrog "Apiotdoyov Palnpéws, [vavepiavos 1
éfooun iotaugvov, ypapnyv éeto o Xiyua mpog to Tad
émi v énta Povnéviwv Piag xal Drapyoviwy apmayis,
apnpnobar Aéyov maviov 1@V v O1ml@d TaD Ex@e-
pouUEVaV.?

Méxpt pév, ® Pwvigvia Suaotal, SAya AdxodUNY 01 o
TouTtoul Tob Tad naTaypwuévou Tois 2uois xal xataipovrog
£vBa ur) 8el, 00 Bapiws Epepov Ty BA&BNV ol Taprovoy
Evia 1@V Aeyopudvev Omd Thig uetpdmros, fijv lote pe

! ! < o~ \ \ b4 ! 2 \ \
PLAQOCOVTA TTPOG TE VUAS xal TAS AAAXS cuAAaPag: Eel O
5 TocobTOV fixel mAeovellag Te nal &vop[ug;” dote &’ ol
coh/ ’ 5 5 o 5 ag 2 \ /
novxaoa TOAAAKIG 00X &yamdy, AN 1101 xatl TAElw TEO-
ofidleTan, dvayxaing adto 08V viv Tapd Tols dupdTepa
id6owy Uiy, 8¢0g 62 0 updVY pot &ml TovTols® Tiig &mo-
BAlpews EmgpyeTar Tiig 2UaLTOD: TOIS YXP TEOTETOMYUEVOLS
&el 71 ueifov mpooTiBEv &pdnv pe Tijs oixelag &mobAiPel
XOpas, ©g dAlyou deiv fiouylay &dyaydvra undé 2v yoduuaocty
&p1Bugiodat, &v low d& neiobat Tob Pogov.®

'SoinT :, AIKH ®QNHENTON vulg. 2. Wanting in T".

3 avouies Lehmann, Herwerden, Sommerbrodt: avoiag

MSS.  +aAA' K. Schwartz : «AA' (or word omitted) MSS.
5 TovTolg Herwerden : 10ig (1f)g) MSS. ¢ Yégou I : gp6fov Q.
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THE CONSONANTS AT LAW

SIGMA vs. TAU,
IN THE COURT OF THE SEVEN VOWELS

[In the year that Aristarchus of Phalerum was archon,
on the seventh day of the month Pyanepsion, Sigma
brought suit against Tau before the seven Vowels for
assault and robbery, alleging that he had stolen all the
words that are pronounced with double tau.]

Vowels of the jury; as long as the wrongs that I underwent
at the hands of this fellow Tau through his misusing my
property and establishing himself where he had no business
were but slight, I did not take the injury to heart, and I ignored
some of the things that I heard because of the equable temper
which, as you know, I maintain toward you and the other
letters. But now that he has come to such a pitch of self
seeking and lawlessness that, not content with what I have
repeatedly let pass in silence, he is trying to wrest still more
from me, I am compelled to call him to account before you,
who know both sides. Besides all this, | am more than a little
afraid of my own ejection; for by making greater and greater
additions to what he has already done he will altogether eject
me from my own estate, so that if I keep quiet I shall scarcely
count at all as a letter and shall be no better than a hiss.
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