AIKH 2YM®QOQNON
2ZITMA evavtiov TAY
ENQITION TQN EIITA ®ONHENTON

[Tov xaupd tov dpyovta Apiotapyov tov <D0an£’a, oTIS EQT TOU Urjva
Tvaveiove, To Ziyua éxave aywyn xatdtov Tav umpootd ota eQTd Qwvij-
evra. To xatnydpnoe yia iaoud e aprayt, Aéyovas mog Tov THpe OAes TIS
Aékeis mov Eyovv 0irrAd Tav.]

‘Oo0v ®xapd, PLVNEVTA-OMAOTES, TO xaTyopovuevo Taw TepLo-
O1LOTAY OF WIKPES AOIUIES EVAVTIOV HOV, TO AVEXOUOLY UTOUOVETIMG
utEnava Twg dev xataddBava Tis TpoooAés Tov. MoAovoTt pmai-
vovtas oe Eévar eddpn xatayoalmdTAY O,TL HOL QVIXE, DEV QvTL-
dpovow, eEaTiag TG YVwoThg HETOOTEYEIRS uov amévavTi oug, ua
%o amévavTt oTIg GAAES cLAABES.

AoV 6ums €pTace oe TETol TAgoveS i xa Yaloudp, HOTE Vo
unv Tov PT&vVoLY A LTE TTOL TOCOV ®apo uvéxﬁqxu, avuwd(o—
pat onuepa v arevduvido oe oag mov pag §épete xat T Svo. Ki
auto ylari, xadng n apmanTg Tov diddeon odoéva avEdvel xat
uadi xat to Ypdoog Tov, poPduat 6Tt Yo ue eEapavioet TeAgiws, Ot
o pe metdget £6w amod To xMPo pov. AAipovol Av cuvexiom va un
uiAdw, Yo mdpo pe Tov xapd va avipre ota ypdpuata xat da
HQATAVTIOW EVAG UATALOG YOS,

Eivar dixaio vae mipeTe uétpoa yI' QUTI) TNV Tipaevopion — xt Oxt
uovo €oeis mov didleTe onuePa AAA& xat Tar LTOAOITA YORUUATAL.
Av empamei 0" avTovg Tov FéAovy va Byouv amd To XMHPO TOUG Xt
va eloP&Aovv oty emMEAETEI TOU GAAOL VA TO XGVOLY, Al QUTO
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THE CONSONANTS AT LAW
SIIGMA vs. TAU
IN THE COURT OF THE SEVEN VOWELS

[In the year that Aristarchus of Phalerum was archon, on the seventh day
of the month Pyanepsion, Sigmal brought suit against Tau before the seven
Vowels for assault and robbery, alleging that he had stolen all the words that
are pronounced with double tau.]

Vowels of the jury, as long as the wrongs that I underwent at the
hands of this fellow Tau through his misusing my property and
establishing himself where he had no business were but slight, I did
not take the injury to heart, and I ignored some of the things that I
heard because of the equable temper which, as you know, I maintain
toward you and the other letters;

But now that he has come to such a pitch of self seeking and law-
lessness that, not content with what I have repeatedly let pass in
silence, he is trying to wrest still more from me, I am compelled to
call him to account before you, who know both sides. Besides all
this, I am more than a little afraid of my own ejection; for by making
greater and greater additions to what he has already done he will
altogether eject me from my own estate, so that if I keep quiet I shall
scarcely count at all as a letter and shall be no better than a hiss.

It is fitting, then, that you who are now on the jury and all the
other letters, too, should be on your guard against his pernicious
activity, for if any one who wants to may work his way out of his own
place into someone else’s, and if you Vowels, without whom nothing

5



