
hieroglyphically the lamed designates the arm, and therefore it is connected with 

anything that stretches, that raises, that unfolds like the arm, and has become the 

sign of expansive movement. it is applied to all ideas of extension, of occupation, of 

possession. as a last sign, it is the image of the power derived from elevation. 

divine expansion in humanity is produced by the prophets and revelation, and 

this inspires the idea of the revealed law. but the revelation of the law involve 

punishment for him who violates it, or elevation for him who understands it; and 

here we find the ideas of punishment, of violent death, voluntary or involuntary.

the lamed, a simple letter, astronomically corresponds with the zodiacal sign of the 

balance. divine expansion in humanity is produced by the prophets and revelation, 

and this inspires the idea of the revealed law. but the revelation of the law involve 

punishment for him who violates it, or elevation for him who understands it; and 

here we find the ideas of punishment, of violent death, voluntary or involuntary.

the lamed, a simple letter, astronomically corresponds with the zodiacal sign of the 

balance.

twelfth card of the tarot. the hanged man.

a man hanging by one foot to a gibbet, resting upon two trees, each bearing six 

branches, which have been cut off.

the man's hands are tied behind his back, and the fold of his arms forms the base of 

a reversed triangle, of which his head forms the point. his eyes are open and his fair 

hair floats upon the wind. his right leg crosses his left and so forms a cross.

the devil.

in every cosmogony the devil represents the mysterious astral force, the origin of 

which is revealed to us by the hieroglyphic of samech.

but a little attentive consideration of the symbol will show us that it contains 

several of the details which we have already seen in other figures of the tarot, but 

under a different aspect.

if we place the juggler by the side of the devil we shall see that the arms of the 

two personages are using the same gesture, but in an inverse sense. the juggler 

points his right hand towards the universe, his left hand towards god; on the other 

hand the devil raises his right band into the air, whilst his left points to the earth. 

instead of the magic initiating wand of the juggler, the demon holds the lighted 

torch, the symbol of black magic and of destruction.
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