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maxim is that the most legible typefaces are “transparent” to the reader–that is, they don’t call undue attention to themselves. Additionally, the most 

legible typefaces contain big features and have restrained design characteristics. While this may seem like a typographic oxymoron, it’s not. “Big fea-

tures” refers to things such as large, open counters, ample lowercase x-heights, and character shapes that are obvious and easy to recognize. The most 

legible typefaces are also restrained. They are not excessively light or bold, weight changes within character strokes are subtle, and serifs, if the face 

has them, do not call attention to themselves.

nine. ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ. abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz. 0123456789. So what makes a typeface legible? A long-stan-

ding typographic maxim is that the most legible typefaces are “transparent” to the reader–that is, they don’t call undue attention to 

themselves. Additionally, the most legible typefaces contain big features and have restrained design characteristics. While this may 

seem like a typographic oxymoron, it’s not. “Big features” refers to things such as large, open counters, ample lowercase x-heights, and 

character shapes that are obvious and easy to recognize. The most legible typefaces are also restrained. They are not excessively light 

or bold, weight changes within character strokes are subtle, and serifs, if the face has them, do not call attention to themselves.

ten. ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ. abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz. 0123456789. So what makes a typeface legible? A 

long-standing typographic maxim is that the most legible typefaces are “transparent” to the reader–that is, they don’t 

call undue attention to themselves. Additionally, the most legible typefaces contain big features and have restrained 

design characteristics. While this may seem like a typographic oxymoron, it’s not. “Big features” refers to things such as 

large, open counters, ample lowercase x-heights, and character shapes that are obvious and easy to recognize. The most 

legible typefaces are also restrained. They are not excessively light or bold, weight changes within character strokes are 

subtle, and serifs, if the face has them, do not call attention to themselves.

eleven. ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ. abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz. 0123456789. So what makes a type-

face legible? A long-standing typographic maxim is that the most legible typefaces are “transparent” to the 

reader–that is, they don’t call undue attention to themselves. Additionally, the most legible typefaces contain 

big features and have restrained design characteristics. While this may seem like a typographic oxymoron, it’s 

not. “Big features” refers to things such as large, open counters, ample lowercase x-heights, and character sha-

pes that are obvious and easy to recognize. The most legible typefaces are also restrained. They are not exces-

sively light or bold, weight changes within character strokes are subtle, and serifs, if the face has them, do not 

call attention to themselves.

twelve. ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ. abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz. 0123456789. So what makes a 

typeface legible? A long-standing typographic maxim is that the most legible typefaces are “transpa-

rent” to the reader–that is, they don’t call undue attention to themselves. Additionally, the most legi-

ble typefaces contain big features and have restrained design characteristics. While this may seem like 

a typographic oxymoron, it’s not. “Big features” refers to things such as large, open counters, ample 

lowercase x-heights, and character shapes that are obvious and easy to recognize. The most legible 

typefaces are also restrained. They are not excessively light or bold, weight changes within character 

strokes are subtle, and serifs, if the face has them, do not call attention to themselves.


