
Fly High Jawi by QalamBartar! 

Dropping dots + marks, Jawi script has virtually 19 dynamic letterforms: 

• One joins none, but sometimes can go up or down + across the preceding letter. 

• Fourteen (14) Joiners (Green) join smoothly/appropriately through tails that shrink and 

expand to terminate words, clockwise (CW) or counterclockwise (CCW). Like T, each 

clockwise-terminating takes One + Only unchanging letterhead. @ is the only letter with 3 

forms. Which CCW-terminating takes 2 forms? 
 

T @ 3CCWT 9 Clockwise-Terminating Joiners Position 

 Final after Blue  ل  ک  ص  س  ق  ف  ن ب ى م ح ع ه  ط

 Final after Green  ل   ک   ص   س   ق   ف  ن  ب  ى  م  ح  ع  ه   ط 

 Mid Two Green  ل    ك    ص    س   ق    ف    ن   ب   ى   م   ح   ع    ه    ط 

 after Space or Blue  ل   ك   ص   س  ق  ف  ن  ب  ى   م  ح  ع     ه   ط

• Four (4) Right-only Joiners (Blue) that join the Green coming before, but not after them. 

 
 

 

 See how @+Kaf  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��

1. Curve Up to Alif and Dal 

   ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ
�  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ�
  ݤݤݤݤݤ	�

2. Atop Yeh & Meem  

   ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��  

3. Curve down to Ra 

 Line to H, Jeem & Waw .4 ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ���  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ���  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��  ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ��

     ݤݤݤݤݤ���  ݤݤݤݤݤ���  

5. Atop H & Jeem  

Windows + MAC are compelled to fly high Jawi by QalamBartar (QB), a tool built by 

MaryamSoft for those in search of little, powerful and affordable alternative that does 

not need more than Notepad + Wordpad or TextEdit. With its dynamic rich fonts, QB is a 

must-have for schools, (e)publishers and graphic designers. 

Farsi  Jawi  Jawi  L+A      4 Right Joiners  If preceded by 

 Blue or space ا د و ر     لا  ياوج  <رع  سيارف

 Green ا  د  و  ر      لا   ملاس  فروح  رترقلم ب



Learn QalamBartar by Doing. It’s so easy! 

Run QB + Wordpad or TextEdit, choose a 

font that begins with (w_ or wm_), type a 

phrase, cursor across + back it and watch 

the fast appearing and disappearing 

Selection Helper (SH). 

To always show SH, click on QB’s icon > Hit 

“Typography Settings” (Fig below) > Tick 

Off the highlighted box (opposite Fig). 
 

 >>>> 
 

Back to Typography Settings > Off/On the 2 ticked boxes to hide/show these 2 panels: 

 

1. Control Panel (CP) 

Three radio buttons, 

to target: 

(•) Nothing 

(•) Letter = [Alt] 

(•) Dots + Mark  

Arrows = Arrow Keys 

■ Undo = [Alt] + [Del] 

◄►Expand/Contract  

¿? = Cycle through 

Alternatives 

________________ 

2. Dot+Mark Gun DMG 

Above / Below 

• By means of DMG, as far as the space allows, dots + marks can be shot above + below 

(half) joiners written in QB font without dislocating them as happens otherwise with 

non-QB fonts. DMG does not DaMaGe joiners written in QB font.  

• By means of the Control Panel, more can be done. Let’s explore it step by step: 



1. Target any letter, hold [Alt] and hit Arrows to move it up + down the baseline and across 

+ back the word.  
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	� ݥݥݥݥݥ�ݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣ�� �
ݥݥݥ��ݥݥݥ�ݥݥݥ	ݥݥݥ ݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣ   ݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤݤ�
2. Target Clockwise-Terminating Green and hit ◄► to expand it, then target the beginning 

of the following word to move it across the expanded letter. 

ݣݣ ���ݣݣݣݣ�� ݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣ ݭݔ��ݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣݣ ݥݥݥ�ݣݣݣݣ�� ـ �
�ݪݪݪݪݪݪݪݬݬݓ� ݫ �ݭݭݭݭݫ  

 

3. Target Meem, H or @ then hit ¿? for alternatives. Similarly target Kaf and hit ◄► or ¿?. 

�����ݔ$!"� #"! � �ݣݣݣݣݣ �)ݥ' &%ݫ�
�+*�ݥݥً�

ً
,+��

ً
-.��

ً
  

 

4. Target @ or H then hit ¿? to do/undo shouldering of the preceding Joiners. 

5. Target Meem then hit ¿? to make the preceding Joiner do/undo sheltering. 

Spot the differences! 

 
����.� !�.!"#�.$%&'#.(�)�.*��+.�,!-  

/0�1.3415.6715.6�718.  *95.:( ��.;<69 
 

Note: Shouldering/Sheltering is self-explanatory but it depends on the default set to the 

font by design. Different fonts have different defaults.  

6. Target a dotted letter and press [Ctrl]+ [Alt] + any Arrow key once in order to separate 

the dot(s) from the letterform first. Then, if required, 

• Remove the separate dot(s) by hitting [Delete] or [Backspace]. 

• Color and size the separate dot(s) by changing the font attribute. 

• Shoot more dots by means of DMG  

• Turn the horizontal pair of dot (..) to vertical (:) by hitting ¿?, 

• Accurately position the separate dot(s) by holding [Ctrl] + [Alt] + hitting Arrow keys. 

ݔA@� �ݥݥݥݥ?ݧ��= ݓ��Dݥ ?ݡݤݤݤ��=8 ݔݔݔݫ ݫ ݫ ݭݓAݫ ݫ ݫ ݫ ݨـݓݫ  8ݨݨݨݨݨݨݨݨݨݨݨݨݦݦݦݦݦݦ
7. Target any mark, then  

���Gّ��َ!" ݠIُݣݣݣݣݣ
ݩ
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�  
• Accurately position it by holding [Ctrl] + [Alt] + hitting Arrow Keys. 



• Color and size it by changing the font attributes. 

• Shoot one or more marks by means of DMG 

• Remove it by hitting [Delete] or [Backspace] 

• Slant (/) + (//) by hitting ◄► or ¿? 

• Elongate or shorten Fatha (/) + (//) by hitting ◄► or ¿? 

P/S. By default, wide Fatha (/) + (//) are set above wide letters. 

8. Select a phrase and undo QB changes by hitting ■ or pressing [Alt]+[Delete] . 

Word + Inword Spacings 

Which word is easier to read? 

  ݫݔ>;:� 9                    �678ݣݣݣ45       ݣݣݣݣݣݣ�2  1)      �0/.    
   يكتشر     ورشکرب     ڠدبي      داند

ݢ>:  �@ A   ݤݤݤݤݤ2@?�8 ݔݢ ݫ ݫ ݫ ݫ ݫ ݫ ݫ ݤ�ݣݣݣݣDE    FG             HDEIݣ 1          ݭݫ   Jݤݣݣݣ
  نرجلاڤ کڠ لاب يتاوس ڠ وروب

In-word spaces: Two Blue Right-Only Joiners (R and Z) create gaps within words. These 

gaps vary in width with the variation of the letterforms, causing unpleasant irregularities 

that must be harmonized. QB automatically harmonizes such gaps, and repositions the dots 

of the surroundings (if any) wherever necessary. 

Word-spaces : Jawi words can go without spaces; one would simply understand where a 

word ends and the next one starts; i.e. most letters reflect their positions. As space is 

inevitable in the world of publishing, and evenly spaced Jawi is impossible, it is 

recommended to find and replace all the spaces after R & Z with half spaces. 

Export Artwork Asis, Image or Vector 

• Asis to InDesign or Office 

applications simply by copy + paste. 
• As eps, emf, png or bmp image by 

pressing [Alt]+[C] then clicking the 

highlighted button after choosing 

type, color and size 
• As crisp, clean and scalable vector 

(svg) simply by dragging and dropping 

the captured image into the target 

application such as Freehand, 

Illustrator, PhotoShop or CorelDraw. 
 



 

This tool and the variety Kashidas makes QB appealing to calligraphers too. 
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Programmable Keyboad 

QB > Keyboard > hit the key then the corresponding character of choice. In this way, a 

researcher can assign his or her own keyboard according to the letter frequency of his/her 

dictionary; i.e., the higher the letter frequency, the more accessible the key.  
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