The family Threskiornithidae includes 36 species of large terrestrial
and wading birds falling into two subfamilies the ibises and the
spoonbills. [t was formerly known as Plataleidae. The spoonbills
and ibises are related to other groups of long-legged wading birds
in the order Ciconiiformes including the storks the herons and the
bitterns. VWhether the two subfamilies are reciprocally monophyl-
etic is an open question. The South American Checklist Commit-
tee s entry for the Threskiornithidae includes the following
comment Two subfamilies are traditionally e.g. Matheu del
Hoyo 1992 recognized: Threskiornithinae for ibises and Platalei-
nae for spoonbills because the main distinction has to do with bill
shape additional information especially genetic is required to
recognize a major deep splitin the family. 1

Members of the family have iong broad wings
with 1l primary feathers and about 20 secondar-
ies. They are strong fliers and rather surprisingiy
given their size and weight very capable soarers.
The body tends to he elongated the neck more so
with rather iong iegs. The bill is also iong
decurved in the case of the ibises straight and
distinctively flattened in the spoonbiiis. They are
iarge birds but mid-sized by the standards of their
order ranging from the Olive Ibis Bostrychia
olivacea at 48 cm 19in and 500 g L.Ilb to the
Giant Ibis Thaumatibis gigantea at100 cm 40
in and 4.2kg 9.21b.

They are distributed almost world-
wide being found near almost any
area of standing or slow-flowing
fresh or brackish water. Ibises are also
found in drier areas including city
rubbish tips. All are diurnal spend-
ing the day feeding on a wide range
of invertebrates and small verte-
brates: ibises by probing in soft earth
or mud spoonbills by swinging the
bill from side to side in shallow
water. At night they roost in trees
near water. They are gregarious
feeding roosting and flying

together often in formation.

Nesting is colonial in
ibises more often in

small groups or singiy in

Till famiijen ibisfaglar hor tva underfamil]'er: de egentliga ibisarna
Threskionithinae och skedstorkarna Plateinae . Skedstorkarna &r
storre dn de andra ibisarna och deras ndbbar dr rundade och
tillplattade langst ut. Till skedstorkarna férs slaktena Platalea och
Ajaia. Ibisfaglarna ar den famiij storkfaglar som mest liknar de
dkta storkarna.

Ibisféglarna dr sma men kraftigt byggda stork-
fé’lgiar har héga ben och kort hals. Deras frimsta
kédnneteckaen ar den forhallandevis mycket iénga
niabben som ar vilvd ned&t. verndbben haren
iéngsgéende fara pa var sida. De har breda
vingar kort stjéirt rikiig fjéderdréikt. T&rna ar
iénga och har bindhud. De fiyger svivande tar
f& vingsiag och haren gracios héiining i luften
med utstriackt i(ropp. De flesta arter ar dagaktiva.

Féglarna bori varma omraden 6ver
hela varlden. De trivs bast i lite
vatare omraden bland vasselleri
sumpmarker eller i skogar. De
héckariregel kolonivis men hackn-
ingsplatserna skil]'er sig dt for olika
arter. Vissa arter hdckar i bergen
andra i trad och flera i strandkanter.
Aggen ar vanligtvis vita med prickar
eller flackar. Deras foda dr animalisk
och utgors av maskar insekter
mindre fiskar och andra vattendjur.
Flera arter ar asatare.

[bistédgeln vari forntida
Egyptens religion en av
guden Thots ménga ge-
stalter och méanga ibis-
fdglar mumifierades till
hans ara.



