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SS United States world record maiden voyage •  July 3–14,  1952 •  new york to southampton via le havre

ambrose lightship → Bishop’s Rock: 3 days, 10 hours, 40 minutes
bishop’s rock → Ambrose Lightship: 3 days, 12 hours, 12 minutes
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“The SS United States 
is a monument that 
should be rallied around 
and restored.” —John 
Maxtone-Graham

^\- Children’s Playroom
<-- Beauty Parlor
v/- Gymnasium & Swimming Pool

Speed alone does not make the SS United States the superliner that she is. 
Many features set her apart from other passenger ships. Picture yourself as a 
passenger on a luxurious transatlantic voyage—or on a sun-splashed cruise. 
You are a citizen of a small city, complete in itself. But it is the 1,050 officers 
and crew that give this community its outstanding character.

Abstract of Log   •   From New York to Southampton via Le Havre   •   Voyage 1, Eastbound

date lat. n long.w  naut. 
miles speed wind remarks

July 3 Depart Ambrose LV 2:36pm EDT
   "    4 41-12 58-43 696 34.11 SW-4 Slight Sea
   "    5 45-03 41-42 801 35.60 SW-4 Moderate Sea
   "    6 49-04 22-41 814 36.17 Var-5 Moderate Sea
   "    7 49-49 01-14 833 36.21 Var-5 Bishop Rock abeam 6:16am BST
   "    7 47 Var-5 Arrived Havre LV 1:24pm BST

Passage Ambrose LV to Bishop Rock: 3 Days, 10 Hours, 40 Minutes — Avg: 35.59 Knots

These are world records. It is the first time in a century an American ship has captured the Blue 
Riband of the Atlantic. United States Lines is proud of the achievement. We believe you are, too.

Designed by Greg Shutt ers
A tough, sophisticated sans inspired by the historic mid-

century ocean liner, the SS United States

Font family

Every enclosed space on the new 
SS United States is completely air-
conditioned by the most modern 
system in the world. Air is filtered 
and dehumidified (actually washed 
and dried) to eliminate dampness. 
In every part of the ship you enjoy 
tangy, fresh sea air without drafts. 
There is an individual thermostat 
in every stateroom—so you can 
choose your own weather when-
ever you wish.

Even Numbers
M84 to M104-->

Even Numbers
<--M106 to M120

<-- To Promenade Deck

United States Lines
new york city main offices

General Offices: One Broadway, Telephone: Digby 4-5800

Docks: Piers 59-62, Riverside Drive, Telephone: Chelsea 3-6760

Freight Department: One Broadway, Telephone: Digby 4-2840

Nights, Sundays & Holidays, Telephone: Chelsea 3-6760

southampton branch

Canute Chambers, Telephone: Southampton 2-2529 & 2-3978

UNITED STATES
designers

Gibbs & Cox, Inc.

builders
1952  •  Newport News • №488

Shipbuilding & Drydock

Blue Riband Ships of the 20th Century
ship year speed country

Deutschland 1900 22.42 kn Germany

Kronprinz Wilhelm 1902 23.09 kn Germany

Deutschland 1903 23.15 kn Germany

Lusitania 1907 23.99 kn United Kingdom

Mauretania 1909 26.06 kn United Kingdom

Bremen 1929 27.83 kn Germany

Europa 1930 27.91 kn Germany

Bremen 1933 27.92 kn Germany

Rex 1933 28.92 kn Italy

Normandie 1935 29.98 kn France

Queen Mary 1936 30.14 kn United Kingdom

Normandie 1937 30.58 kn France

Queen Mary 1938 30.99 kn United Kingdom

United States 1952 34.51 kn United States
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Chart Room & Navigation Bridge
New york • Havre • Southampton • Bremerhaven
Restoration and curatorial development aboard the historic ocean liner SS United States

Swimming Pool→
Let’s look inside the world’s fastest Luxury Liner

Largest Wine Cellar Afloat!
Rye Whiskey, Sweet Vermouth, and Angostura Bitters

4th of July
Bargain Rates on Staterooms (from $183.50)

Completely Air-Conditioned

↖ To Boats ↗
Europe is only five dinner parties away
The world’s smartest resort is the world’s fastest ship!

Midnight Buffet
Dancing Under the Stars (Weather Permitting)

Tourist Childrens Playroom →



Throughout his childhood, Gibbs read engineering jour-
nals and drew blueprints. His parents however insisted 
he pursue a more stable career than naval architecture, 
and the young Gibbs went to law school. He continued 
to draw plans for ships and taught himself naval engi-
neering without any formal education. He quit his law 
practice after one year and in 1915 drew up plans for a 
1,000 foot ocean liner. Gibbs ultimately got the atten-
tion of Admiral David W. Taylor and Secretary of the 
Navy Josephus Daniels, who encouraged Gibbs to pur-
sue the designs further. World War I put an end to his 
plans, and the project was put on hold.

Despite Gibbs’ lack of formal engineering education, 
his hard work and attention to detail paid off following 
World War I. His first major commission was refitting 
the German liner Vaterland, seized by the US during the 
war and renamed Leviathan. His reputation grew, and 
along with designing many intermediately-sized liners 
he designed over 70% of the new Navy fleet in World 
War II (including the famed cargo-carrying “Liberty 
Ships”). But in spite of these major assignments, his real 
dream was to build his superliner. He continued to im-
prove and modernize his design, not knowing if it would 
ever be built. (10 / 12 pt)

On November 12, 1894, the magnificent new American Liner St. Louis made her way down the 
slipways at the William Cramp Shipyards in Philadelphia. Many dignitaries attended the launch, 
and first lady Frances Cleveland performed the christening. But certainly the launch of this new 
liner had the most impact on among its youngest spectators — eight-year-old William Francis 
Gibbs, son of a wealthy Philadelphia financier. For him, this would become the driving force be-
hind his life. Gibbs later declared that this was the moment he decided to design and build the 
fastest, safest, and most beautiful ship in the world. (12 / 14 pt)

After the war however, the United States 
government began to see the benefits of 
having a large American-flagged ocean 
liner. During the war, the United States 
did not have enough ships to efficiently 
carry troops to the various fronts, relying 
instead on the large British passenger 
liners Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth 
to do the job. With the Cold War loom-
ing and an increase in post-war travel, 
both the US Government and United 
States Lines (operator of a few smaller 
transatlantic liners) became interested 
in Gibbs’ 1000-foot liner design, which 
by that time he had been working on and 
improving for over thirty years.

At the government’s insistence, changes 
to Gibbs’ original design included secret 
military features in case of a national 
emergency. In theory, the ship could be 
converted from a luxury passenger liner 
to a troop carrier in a mere 48 hours, 
capable of carrying 14,000 troops over 
10,000 nautical miles without needing 
to stop for fuel or provisions. Construc-
tion on the superliner began at Newport 
News, Virginia in 1950, and the next year 
she was christened United States.

Another special feature of the United 
States was that she was almost entirely 
fireproof, decorated in streamlined alu-
minum and glass instead of the typical 
wood paneling on earlier liners. The 
result was an iconic mid-century design 
with that would inspire architects and 
decorators for years to come.

However the most remarkable feature 
of Gibbs’ new ship was her speed. Gibbs 
installed the most powerful steam tur-
bines ever produced on the new United 
States, and combined with the weight 
savings achieved by the ship’s aluminum 
superstructure and components, the 
ship reached speeds unmatched by any 
other ocean liner before or since.

United States’ maiden voyage in June, 
1952 broke all speed records and carried 
famous names like Vincent Astor, Mar-
garet Truman, and Milton Berle. United 
States proved to be a very popular ship, 
and during her career she had over one 
million passengers, including the Duke 
& Duchess of Windsor, John F. & Jackie 
Kennedy, Judy Garland, Duke Ellington, 
Marilyn Monroe, Salvador Dalí, Walt 
Disney, Prince Rainier & Grace Kelly, 

Coco Chanel, Eleanor Roosevelt, Walter 
Cronkite, and even a young Bill Clinton.

Every time the United States sailed into 
her home port, William Francis Gibbs 
drove out to the entrance of New York 
Harbor to meet the ship as she arrived. 
This continued until Gibbs died in 1967. 
Two years later, United States was retired 
due to increasing competition from jet 
aircraft. Over 40 years the ship has sat 
nearly abandoned, under constant threat 
of being sold for scrap, awaiting refur-
bishment and new life as a stationary 
historic attraction and museum destina-
tion in a major American port city.

William Francis Gibbs was, perhaps more 
than any other marine architect, an “au-
teur” rather than simply a designer. The 
construction of the fast and beautiful 
United States was the culmination of a 
lifelong dream, and the magnum opus of 
his prolific career as a self-taught archi-
tect. The “Gibbs” typeface pays homage 
to his career and his greatest creation, 
loosely inspired by United States’ iconic 
shipboard signs and adapted for modern 
display and text purposes. •   (9 / 11 pt)

William Francis Gibbs, 1886–1967 (24 pt)

Prolific American Naval Architect and Designer of the 
SS United States Ocean Liner (18 / 21 pt)



Gibbs
Gibbs is a tough, sophisticated sans, named for prolific maritime architect William Francis Gibbs and in-
spired by his greatest design, the record-breaking mid-century luxury liner SS United States. Taking various 
cues from the unique cast aluminum signs found on board, the result is truly transatlantic — somewhere in 
between industrial American vernacular lettering and the English humanist styles of Gill or Johnston. Both 
stylish and comfortable to read, and with an extensive list of OpenType features, Gibbs allows you to set 
quality type with ease at both text and display sizes.

Built in 1952, the beautiful United States was the most revolutionary ship in the world when new. After a 
flawless 17-year career, she now sits unused and is in danger of scrapping. Her current owner, the non-
profit SS United States Conservancy, wishes to restore the ship as a vibrant waterfront development and 
museum for future generations to enjoy for decades to come.

Weights & Styles
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Opentype Features

Gibbs Thin
Gibbs Thin Italic
Gibbs Light
Gibbs Light Italic

2/3 15/32 99/100 → 2/3 15/32 99/100
Arbitrary Fractions

0123456789
Default Figures

0123456789
Tabular Figures

fi fl ff ft → fi fl ff ft
Ligatures

0123456789
Oldstyle Figures

abc123 → abc123
Small Capitals

0123456789
Oldstyle Tabular

Arrows (contextual alt.)

0123 → 01230123
Sups. & subs.

1er 2a 15th 32nd → 1er 2a 15th 32nd 
Ordinal Indicators

«¿!(H12)-[5th]?!» → «¿!(H12)-[5th]?!»
case-sensitive forms

-|^      -|v     -->     <--
-|^        -|v         -->        <--

1a → 1a
alternates

Th → Th
discretionary lig.

“The SS United States is a monument that 
should be rallied around and restored.”

John Maxtone-Gr aham
World-Renowned Maritime Historian

Gibbs Book
Gibbs Book Italic
Gibbs Medium
Gibbs Medium Italic

Gibbs Bold
Gibbs Bold Italic
Gibbs Black
Gibbs Black Italic

-/^     -\v     v/-     ^\-
-/^        -\v         v/-        ^\-



Westinghouse

Officers’ Quarters

$78 Million

NEW YORK CITY

Compartmentalized
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Typeface Anatomy

Pointed lower apexes

Flat upper apex

Lower terminal sheared vertically

Ligatures for visual rhythm

Square dot Both “s” terminals 
follow path of stroke

Very slight vertical stress

Tail only slightly pierces bowl, does not descend below baseline

Moderate bowl, large aperture

Moderately sized eye Single story “g”

Simple quotes

Curved spine

Upper terminals follow path of stroke, 
lower terminals vertically sheared

Narrow “M” with splayed legs

Flat upper apexes, pointed lower 
apex at baseline

Angled stroke in 
dollar symbol

Flat upper apex, with narrow, 
almost pointed lower apex

Upper two horizontal strokes of similar 
length, lower stroke slightly longer

Horizontal stroke slightly swells
to join with stem

Straight leg joins with upper bowl 
with a straight, horizontal line

Arm and leg meet at stem

Moderate x-height

Ascenders slightly taller than cap-height Both “z” apexes pointed

Widely splayed “W”

Short descenders

Small spur where stem connects with bowl
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History

Above Left: The clubby mid-century first class smoking room of the SS United States. Photo courtesy of Robert G. Lenzer and 
the SS United States Conservancy. Above Right: The spacious, airy first class dining room. Photo courtesy of Robert G. Len-
zer and the SS United States Conservancy. Below: Various examples of the unique wayfinding signage found on board. Anne 
Urquhart and Dorothy Marckwald of the firm Smyth, Urquhart & Marckwald were hired by William Francis Gibbs to provide a 
cohesive interior decor scheme for the ship, which included these distinctive signs. Photos courtesy of the SS United States 
Conservancy, Robert G. Lenzer (left, right), and Jim Green (center).

NO ADMITTANCE
Above: One of the SS United States’ aluminum signs today, a bit worse for wear. Most of these signs were sold at a 1984 
auction, and reside in private collections. The sign is compared with the Gibbs Medium typeface to show the familial resem-
blance as well as the differences — slightly larger negative spaces, rationalized character widths — chosen to aid readability 
and allow the caps to work better with the lowercase. The result is a typeface inspired by this unique historical model, retain-
ing some of the quirk of the original while taking into account the needs of contemporary designers.



Text Sample

8/10 pt.,  Book with Bold

The SS United States is an ocean liner built in 1952, de-
signed to capture the transatlantic speed record. Built at 
a cost of $78 million, the fastest ocean liner to cross the 
Atlantic in either direction, and even in her retirement 
retains the Blue Riband given to the passenger liner 
crossing the Atlantic Ocean in regular service with the 
record highest speed.

Copyright © 2014, Typetanic Fonts. All rights reserved. www.typetanicfonts.com

9/1 1  pt.,  Book with Bold

Her construction was partially subsidized by the 
US government, since she was designed to allow 
conversion to a troop carrier should the need arise. 
United States operated uninterrupted in transatlan-
tic passenger service until 1969. Since 1996 she has 
been docked at Pier 82 on the Delaware River in 
Philadelphia. The SS United States Conservancy as-
sumed ownership of United States in February 2011.

12/14 pt.,  Book with Bold

United States had the most powerful 
steam turbines of any merchant ma-
rine vessel, with a total power of over 
240,000 shaft horsepower delivered 
to four 18-foot diameter manganese-
bronze propellers. This gave her the 
greatest power-to-weight ratio ever 
achieved in a commercial passenger 
liner, before or since.

8/10 pt.,  Medium with Bl ack

The SS United States is an ocean liner built in 1952, de-
signed to capture the transatlantic speed record. Built at 
a cost of $78 million, the fastest ocean liner to cross the 
Atlantic in either direction, and even in her retirement 
retains the Blue Riband given to the passenger liner 
crossing the Atlantic Ocean in regular service with the 
record highest speed.

9/1 1  pt.,  Medium with Bl ack

Her construction was partially subsidized by the 
US government, since she was designed to allow 
conversion to a troop carrier should the need arise. 
United States operated uninterrupted in transatlan-
tic passenger service until 1969. Since 1996 she has 
been docked at Pier 82 on the Delaware River in 
Philadelphia. The SS United States Conservancy as-
sumed ownership of United States in February 2011.

12/14 pt.,  Medium with Bl ack

United States had the most powerful 
steam turbines of any merchant ma-
rine vessel, with a total power of over 
240,000 shaft horsepower delivered 
to four 18-foot diameter manganese-
bronze propellers. This gave her the 
greatest power-to-weight ratio ever 
achieved in a commercial passenger 
liner, before or since.

“SS United States.” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. 
Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. 21 October 2013.

10/12 pt.,  Book with Bold

The vessel was constructed from 1950–1952 at 
the Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock 
Company in Newport News, Virginia. Her keel 
was laid and the hull constructed in a graving 
dock. United States was built to exacting Navy 
specifications, which required that the ship be 
heavily compartmentalized and have separate 
engine rooms to optimize war-time survival.

10/12 pt.,  Medium with Bl ack

The vessel was constructed from 1950–1952 at 
the Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock 
Company in Newport News, Virginia. Her keel 
was laid and the hull constructed in a graving 
dock. United States was built to exacting Navy 
specifications, which required that the ship be 
heavily compartmentalized and have separate 
engine rooms to optimize war-time survival.



Full Character Set

Gibbs supports many languages, including:
Afrikaans, Albanian, Basque, Bosnian, Catalan, Cornish, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, 
Esperanto, Estonian, Faroese, Filipino, Finnish, French, Gaelic, Galician, German, Greenlandic, 
Hungarian, Icelandic, Indonesian, Italian, Latin, Latvian, Lithuanian, Malay, Maltese, Norwegian 
(Bokmål), Norwegian (Nynorsk), Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Romansh, Slovak, Slovenian, 
Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Turkish, Welsh, etc.

Languages
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867 (Regul ar), 880 (Italics) total glyphs
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Stir over ice, strain into a chilled cocktail glass. Garnish with a cocktail cherry.

Supposedly every state in the union provided some components to build the historic SS United States ocean liner, 
and likewise the “American Flagship” cocktail combines ingredients produced only in its namesake country — 

principally Applejack, a spirit distilled from apples that was a favorite of George Washington. When mixed with 
Southern Comfort, cranberry, and Peychaud’s aromatic bitters, the result is a sweetly spiced tribute to the SS 

United States, and a delicious companion to the Gibbs type family for late-night design sessions.

The American Flagship
A Cocktail Tribute to the SS United States

45ml (1.5oz) 	   Applejack

30ml (1.0oz) 	   Southern Comfort liqueur

30ml (1.0oz)	   cranberry juice

3 dashes of	   Peychaud’s Bitters

1.	 Rudder—designed for good maneuverability at high speed.
2.	 Propellers—powerful shafts transmit power from turbines to the giant propellers.
3.	 Sports Decks—open to the sun for lounging or playing all types of deck sports.
4.	 Funnel—its top is 175 feet from the keel of the ship, equal in height to a 12-story building.
5.	 Lifeboats—one of 22 aluminum lifeboats, fully fire proof and can accommodate 3000 persons.
6.	 Kingposts—with boom is used to raise and lower cargo.
7.	 Radar Mast & Crows Nest—radar is ship’s eyes in night and fog; look-out is always on duty in crow’s nest.
8.	 Navigation Bridge—the heart of the ship with almost miraculous navigational equipment and aids.
9.	 Anchor & Cable Chain—the latest in� naval design and electrically operated.

Anatomy of the SS United States

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



The SS United 
States during 
her christening 
ceremony, June 
23rd, 1951

Courtesy of Richard Rabbett 
and the SS United States 
Conservancy

The SS United States returning 
to New York City on her maiden 
voyage, July 14th, 1952
Courtesy of Arthur Taddei and the SS United States Conservancy

The SS United 
States looking 
worse for 
wear at her 
Philadelphia 
pier in 2010, 
over forty 
years after 
being laid up

Photo by Greg Shutters

engineers on 

the sports 

deck of the 

SS United 

States in 

the 1950s

Courtesy of Robert Sturm and the  
SS United States Conservancy

Passengers relaxing 
on deck during a 
transatlantic voyage

Courtesy of Robert G. Lenzer 
and the SS United States 
Conservancy

Marlon Brando 
and Salvador Dalí 
lounging on board

Courtesy of John Gustave 
Kunze and the SS United 
States Conservancy

The SS United States 
in 2012, viewed from 
the Delaware River in 
Philadelphia 

Photo by Greg Shutters

SS United States’ main 
dining room, with the 
sculpture by Gwen Lux

Courtesy of Robert G. Lenzer 
and the SS United States 
Conservancy

The ship’s main 
engine room 
controls

Courtesy of Arthur 
Taddei and the SS United 
States Conservancy

The ship’s first class 
lounge, which converted to 
the ballroom at night

Courtesy of Robert G. Lenzer and the 
SS United States Conservancy

The Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor, on one of their 
many transatlantic trips on 
board the SS United States

Courtesy of John Gustave Kunze and 
the SS United States Conservancy

The famed first class 
“Duck Suite”, cabins U-87, 
89, and 91

Courtesy of Robert G. Lenzer and 
the SS United States Conservancy

The SS United States in 
2011, viewed from across 
Columbus Boulevard in 
Philadelphia 

Photo by Greg Shutters

Prince Rainier III of 
Monaco and Grace 
Kelly on board the SS 
United States in 1957 

Courtesy of John Gustave 
Kunze and the SS United States 
Conservancy

Docked off Curaçao on a 1964 
cruise, one of 23 she made 
apart from her 400 round-trip 
transatlantic voyages 

Courtesy of Charles Anderson and the SS 
United States Conservancy

The SS United States 

christened by Lucille 

Connolly, wife of Texas 

senator Tom Connolly, on 

June 23rd, 1951 
Courtesy of Charles Anderson and the SS 
United States Conservancy

Architect’s rendering of how 

the SS United States could be 

used in the future as a restored, 

stationary waterfront 

development and museum 

Photo by Greg Shutters, model by Stephen Varenhorst Architects

on her sea trials in may 

of 1952, where she broke 

38.32 knots, or 44.1 mph — 

fastest speed achieved by 

an ocean liner

Courtesy of Charles Anderson and the 
SS United States Conservancy

The private first class 

restaurant, where 

celebrities often dined in 

relative seclusion away 

from the main dining room

Courtesy of Robert G. Lenzer and the 
SS United States Conservancy



SS United States world record maiden voyage •  July 3–14,  1952 •  new york to southampton via le havre

ambrose lightship → Bishop’s Rock: 3 days, 10 hours, 40 minutes
bishop’s rock → Ambrose Lightship: 3 days, 12 hours, 12 minutes
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William Francis Gibbs was, perhaps more than any other ma-
rine architect, an “auteur” rather than simply a designer. The 
construction of the fast and beautiful United States was the 
culmination of a lifelong dream, and the magnum opus of his 
prolific career as a self-taught architect. The “Gibbs” type-
face pays homage to his career and his greatest creation, 
loosely inspired by United States’ iconic shipboard signs and 
adapted for modern display and text purposes.

TO SWIMMING POOL-->

Blue Riband Ships of the 20th Century
ship year speed country

Deutschland 1900 22.42 kn Germany

Kronprinz Wilhelm 1902 23.09 kn Germany

Deutschland 1903 23.15 kn Germany

Lusitania 1907 23.99 kn United Kingdom

Mauretania 1909 26.06 kn United Kingdom

Bremen 1929 27.83 kn Germany

Europa 1930 27.91 kn Germany

Bremen 1933 27.92 kn Germany

Rex 1933 28.92 kn Italy

Normandie 1935 29.98 kn France

Queen Mary 1936 30.14 kn United Kingdom

Normandie 1937 30.58 kn France

Queen Mary 1938 30.99 kn United Kingdom

United States 1952 34.51 kn United States

Lorem
Shipsum

The

Meyer
Davis

Orchestra

WESTINGHOUSE
STEAM TURBINE

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC CORPORATION
made in u.s.a.

Built for United States Lines

46th Street & 12th Avenue
west side p iers,  manhattan,  new york city

Let’s Look Inside 
the World’s Fastest 
Luxury Liner!

The Hales Trophy for the Blue Rib-

and of the Atlantic was first present-

ed for international competition in 

1935. It is made of solid silver, heav-

ily gilt, weighs approximately 100 

pounds and is nearly four feet high. 

The Superliner United States won the 

Blue Riband speed trophy for the 

fastest crossing of the Atlantic by a 

passenger liner in 1952 and has held 

it to date.

Great Adventure Cruise
announcing the

39 wondrous days •  10 exotic ports

New York • Curaçao • Rio de Janiero
Cape Town • Port Elizabeth • Luanda • Dakar

Tenerife • Gibraltar • Lisbon • Funchal

Notice to Passengers

To facilitate early disembarkation, 
passengers landing at

Southampton
are requested to have their 

stateroom baggage and trunks 
ready for removal at

12:00 Noon

^\- To Sun Deck -/^

for exceptional performance which
contributed to the successful and 
record-breaking maiden voyage of 

the SS United States

july 3 – 15,  1952

annuit coeptis
god has smiled on our undertakings

UNITED STATES
designers

Gibbs & Cox, Inc.

builders
1952  •  Newport News • №488

Shipbuilding & Drydock


