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As the semester draws to a 
close and everyone’s work piles 

up, it’s nice to reflect on the non-aca-
demic elements of Hampshire, espe-
cially to forget about that ten-page 
paper I still haven’t handed in. 

For me, Community Council oc-
cupies most of my extra-curricular 
time. This past semester has been 
the best so far: we’ve got a full roster 
and a lot of community involvement, 
we’re avidly working with the com-
munity to make Hampshire a better 
place, and we’re having a great time 
with our new meeting format.

The Information Committee has 
started up again and will hopeful-
ly reduce that “Hampshire-typical” 
confusion when trying to plan an 
event, organize a student group or 
trying to work with other groups or 
departments on campus. 

Committee on Community Ac-
tivities (coca) put on one of the 
most fun and safest Halloweens in 
recent years with a drastic reduc-
tion in emt calls. We’ll all be work-
ing to improve the getting-on-cam-
pus process, and community input 
for next year is always appreciated.

SafeCom is working with the 
community to enhance the safety of 
traffic flow around campus, making 
sure the speed bumps are of a prop-
er height and getting input on how 
to improve the one-way road. Safe-
Com is also working on improving 
lighting and pedestrian safety, espe-
cially in regard to the vehicle access 
chains hung around campus.

Committee on Community De-
velopment (cocd) has been work-
ing with the administration to cre-
ate a strong plan for developing the 
Airport Lounge further and improv-
ing the Upper rcc. Look for a new 
re-design and new gaming tables in 
the near future.

FiCom has had a record year with 
over 150 student groups, including 
the Crazy Pitches, the Omen, Stop 
Putting Chems In Bunnies, and the 
Yurt. Remember, if there is an activ-
ity you and your friends enjoy do-
ing but need some money to fund 
it, start a student group and make it 
open to the community!

Health Services has recorded a 
record number of people taking ad-
vantage of each student’s free hiv
test, and there are a lot of talk on 
campus about this and many other 
issues that are important to Hamp-
shire and the world at large.

These are just some of the great 
things that have been going on here 
so far this year. Of course, there is al-
ways room for improvement and it 
is every community member’s re-
sponsibility to get involved and 
make it happen. If you care about 
an issue, get out there and be heard—
Hampshire is an amazing place for 
that. With all that being said, I hope 
everyone else is as happy about the 
semester as I am and as all of us on 
Community Council are. •

Community Council 

U P DAt e
By ohn Kennedy
Staff Writer 

The intricate tapestry of politicking that 
will characterize the 2008 Presidential 

election is already beginning to take shape. 
Nominations are being discussed, war chests 
are being filled, and issues are being devel-
oped. Everything will quiet down in a month 
or so when we’re eating Christmas dinner 
and worrying about our individual problems 
rather than the government that affects us ev-
eryday. But for now, we can all play the ora-
cle game and openly discuss something that 
won’t happen until the calendar ticks by two 
more years.

First, the boys (and girl) in blue. Democrats 
got a boost when they took both the House 
and the Senate, but that means anti-Bush sen-
timent can only carry them so far in 2008. A 
blue Congress will let conservatives blame 
failures in government on Democrats, tar-
nishing the party’s general image and hurt-
ing any Senators who want to take the White 
House. Americans tend to vote for governors 
when selecting Presidents, which spells trou-
ble when the major Democratic candidates 
are all lawmakers.

Hillary Clinton is the biggest name in the 
race, but many progressives are suspicious of 
her pandering. Barack Obama is too inexperi-
enced to get enough votes, but might make a 
smart move and run as someone’s vice pres-
ident. The Diageo/Hotline Poll conducted 
shortly after the midterm elections puts Hill-

ary in the lead but shows Obama with the 
best odds against Republican front-runner 
John McCain. John Edwards is also consid-
ered a major player, and an Edwards/Obama 
ticket might bring some real charisma back to 
Democratic presidential offerings. 

The oddly-robotic John Kerry wasn’t fin-
ished off by the 2004 election, but his calam-
itous comments about the military will keep 
him in Massachusetts and out of the national 
races. Joe Lieberman might take his recent re-
election as a “mandate from the nation” that 
he should run, but hardcore progressives 
(those people that vote in the Democratic pri-
mary) will reject him immediately. His slogan 
“Connecticut for Joe” (rather than “Joe for Con-
necticut”) didn’t win him any points with the 
base he had already alienated, and he needs 
them to get the national nomination.

Just because progressives have some in-
fighting to deal with doesn’t mean Republi-
cans will get off easy. The Rovian-Religious 
strategy is quickly losing steam for the GOP, 
especially given the paleoconservatives’ rejec-
tion of the social ideas that the religious right 
is pushing. McCain has found a good bridge 
in using states’ rights to promote conservative 
social values (like repealing Roe v. Wade), but 
it will only take him so far with either side. He 
will probably be moving to the right if he re-
ally wants the nomination, and that may hurt 
his credibility as he seemingly flip-flops on is-
sues. He’s already done so with womens’ re-
productive rights, which has begun to push 
away his progressive supporters that see him 

as a “good Republican.”
Rudy Giuliani is having a similar problem, 

but for different reasons. He was courting Re-
publicans by stumping for candidates during 
the midterms, but it worked against him: Giu-
liani’s New York lifestyle alienated Southern 
voters, distancing them from the Republican 
he was speaking for. He may be a conservative, 
but to the rest of the nation he’s a conserva-
tive from New York who lived with a gay cou-
ple when his wife threw him out. Next time, 
pick a heterosexual couple if you want a wide 
range of Republicans to back you, Rudy.

In 2008, no one will suggest “staying the 
course.” Anyone taking the presidential race 
seriously will be advocating new ways of deal-
ing with national issues. Unless another inva-
sion takes place, neither side will dare sug-
gest that “the best defense is a good offense,” 
and security issues will involve more long-
term planning. Candidates will also have to 
devise a way to pay off the massive debt that 
fighting two wars has incurred—no small task 
since voters won’t like the necessary tax in-
creases. In the end, it won’t be enough to just 
beat their opponents; candidates will have to 
beat their supporters’ hang-ups too.

My picks are Edwards/Obama versus Mc-
Cain with with an unknown or drafted vp
candidate, but that’s early speculation. Keep 
an eye out, and you’ll see before the cards are 
dealt. The more you see, the more you’ll know, 
and the better you can vote. Think about that 
before you commit to voting by Ds and Rs.•

Looking ahead to 2008

By alex torpey
Guest Writer

On tuesday, November 14,
Senior Mostafa Tabataba-

inejad, 23, of University of Cali-
fornia was tasered by a ucpd of-
ficer after refusing to present his 
id card.

While being escorted from the 
building Tabatabainejad yelled 
“Get off me” in responce to one of 
the officers grabbing his arm. An 
officer later identified as Terrence 
Duren stunned him with a Taser, 
causing him to fall to the ground 
screaming in pain. 

A gathering crowd of students 
demanded badge or identifica-
tion numbers, though officers 
refused to provide informations 
and threatened to Tase students 
who did not stand back. 

The ucpd officers Tased Taba-
tabainejad four more times before 
taking him into custody. Tabata-
bainejad was given a citation for 
obstruction/delay of a peace offi-
cer in the performance of duty. 

Why did this incident 
et so out o hand?

As a college campus it is im-
portant that we understand and 
discuss the issues surrounding 
the recent ucla incident.

Tabatabainejad refused to pres-

ent his ID because he felt that be-
ing of Middle-Eastern decent, he 
was being racially-profiled, and 
that other students were not be-
ing asked to present their ids.

Because Tabatabainejad was 
violating school policy it was ex-
pected for the ucpd to ask him 
to leave the building and, if nec-
essary, escort him out. Tabataba-
inejad yelled about how he was 
being mistreated as he was exit-
ing. In no way does yelling while 
complying with an order to exit a 
premise warrant physical interac-
tion from the police. 

The incident escalated when 
a ucpd officer laid a hand on Ta-
batabainejad as he was leaving. it 
was at this point that he was first 
Tasered, causing him to fall to the 
ground. The officer never should 
have made physical contact with 
Tabatabainejad in the first place 
and further escalated the inci-
dent by administering the Taser. 

ucpd officers are allowed to 
use the “drive-stun” feature on a 
Taser: 1) To eliminate physical re-
sistance from an arrestee in ac-
complishing an arrest or physical 
search; 2) When a skirmish line is 
deployed and/or for pain com-
pliance against passive resistors 
as allowed in ucla Police Policy 
�301.24 and 3) To stop a dangerous 
animal.

Amherst Police Lieutenant 
Jennifer Gunderson cites the de-
partment’s policy in dealing with 
passive resistance, “Here, the cit-
izen, although non-compliant, 
offers no physical or mechani-
cal energy enhancement toward 
the resistant effort.” The officer 
is supposed to respond in a non-
physical manner to guide the cit-
izen off the premise. Compliance 
techniques—pepper spray, a ba-
ton, Taser—may only be used in 
response to actions beyond and 
including active resistance. Taba-
tabainejad, in lying limp, provid-
ed no energy towards resistance 
and thusly did not qualify as an 
active resistor. 

Tabatabainejad was breaking 
the rules and knew it. In all like-
lihood, he expected to be escort-
ed from the building and pos-
sibly cited. In no way should he 
have expected to encounter phys-
ical violence from police officers 
while practicing non-violent pas-
sive resistance. 

The officer who administered 
the Taser, Terrance Duren, has 
a history of violence. In 1990 he 
was accused of assaulting a stu-
dent and was suspended for 90 
days following an investigation. 
Duren also shot and wounded a 
homeless man in 2003. 

Kevin McCafarey, spokesman 

for Mt. Holyoke College, com-
mented that the situation clear-
ly got out of control and “the ef-
forts to subdue the person in the 
library were out of bounds and 
excessive.” Mt. Holyoke Public 
Safety officers carry pepper spray 
and a baton, but have used them 
only four or five times in the past 
ten years. 

Although the Hampshire Col-
lege Department of Public Safe-
ty could not provide a statement 
because Director Delroy Pat-
rick is out of town, Sergeant Brad 
Fink did comment that he has not 
heard of an incident at Hamp-
shire where pepper spray had to 
be used. Mt. Holyoke, along with 
Hampshire and the Amherst Po-
lice Department don’t carry Tas-
ers. Lt. Gundersen said that one of 
the reasons why their department 
doesn’t carry Tasers is the lack of 
testing in regard to their efficien-
cy and safety.

A lot of these issues have 
broader implications. For exam-
ple, why did the officers continue 
to administer the Taser even after 
the student pronounced he had 
a medical condition? Where do 
you draw the line between active 
and passive resistance? Should 
an officer with a history of vio-
lence be allowed to continue to 
serve as a police officer? •

Student tasered in ucla library
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