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Hampshire’s Dean of Faculty and Profes-

sor of History Aaron Berman explained:

 January term is a very important time pe-

riod. It is “traditionally and historically im-

portant in the sense that it was one of the 

original innovations of the college. And in re-

cent years, we have had a very rich January 

term, probably in some ways the richest Jan-

uary term in the Valley.” Maintaining a vari-

ety of January term options is a priority for 

Hampshire.

Aside from classes, January term is impor-

tant for more administrative issues. Facul-

ty members often use Jan-term as a time for 

writing evaluations. “It poses a little bit of an 

administrative challenge, but it’s nothing that 

we can’t cope with,” Berman concluded. 

the other four institutions more than stu-

dents at any other college in the area, and 

a large number of students each semester 

take classes at UMass. In its promotional 

material, Hampshire brags about the num-

ber of courses offered each semester in the 

Pioneer Valley. 

And it’s true: With five institutions offer-

ing enrollment options for everyone, Hamp-

shire stands out from many of its competi-

tors by the sheer number of classes it is able 

to offer-primarily through the Five Colleg-

es-while still maintaining its identity as a 

small liberal arts college. 

But while Amherst, Mount Holyoke, and 

Smith are an important part of this, UMass 

offers many times more classes than the oth-

er four colleges put together. 

UMass Schedule Change Threatens Jan-term

By david jonathan ross

Staff Writer

This typeface is part of a se-

mester-long information de-

sign project on typography and 

newspaper design that will cul-

minate in the redesign of Hamp-

shire College’s official student 

newspaper, The Climax.

When designing this font, I 

tried to consider the less-than-

ideal conditions that exist in 

newspaper printing, especial-

ly at an amateur level. Conse-

quently, the contrast decreased 

and the serifs became slabbier 

as the design matured. At the 

same time, I attempted to cre-

ate an open and pleasing design 

that reflects the institution’s “ex-

perimental” mission.

The headlines of these “arti-

cles” are set in a bolder, sharp-

er headline font intended for 

display matter. It is still pret-

ty rough and needs more work 

than I ever have time for this 

semester.

The tree glyph that marks the 

By lorem ipsum

Staff Writer

Administrative staff at the Univer-

sity of Massachusetts are currently ex-

ploring a revision to their spring schedule 

that could possibly affect Hampshire and 

the other liberal arts colleges in the Val-

ley. The proposal is to begin their spring se-

mester early, perhaps in mid-January, and to 

end early as well. The UMass administra-

tors promoting the idea feel their current 

schedule, which places their graduation 

ceremony later than that of similar institu-

tions, disadvantages their students when it 

comes time to compete for jobs and sum-

mer internships. This is sample text. 

Hampshire students rely on classes at 
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end of articles in The Climax is 

an adaptation of the college’s 

original logo. Although it is no 

longer used by the college, I am 

working on making this part of 

the newspaper’s branding.

This showing mimics the lay-

out in which this font will even-

tually be set. The body text is set 

in 9.5/13.5 djr Climax Text . 



A look into Veridian Village shows a compromise between what the cam-

pus wants and what the campus needs. President Hexter’s memorandum, 

sent out on September 21, announced the decision of the Hampshire Board of 

Trustees to go forward with their plan to create a residential community on 

Hampshire property. To many students, this announcement came out of the 

blue. The memorandum was fairly brief, leaving many questions entirely unan-

swered. In search of some of these answers, I went and talked to Larry Archey, 

the director of Campus Planning & Support Services.

For those readers who have not taken the time to look over the President’s 

memorandum, it reads: 

The planned residential community will consist of approximately 1�� homes 

and will be located on the east side of Rt. 11�, across from Hampshire’s main 

campus. The area between the driveways of the Admissions office and the 

main entrance is essentially where this plot of land lays. The Warner house 

will not be demolished or taken over by the development, though for wet-

land preservation purposes the main entrance to the development will 

run through the existing entrance serving the Warner house and the hay 

fields beyond. Much of the land in question is already deforested and used 

agriculturally. 

Plans for this development have been in the works for years, and it seems that 

the administration has gone to great lengths to research the market they are 

targeting. They used surveys to make sure there was interest in the project 

and conducted studies to find out what sort of development might best suit 

Hampshire. 

RESEARCH ANALYSIS
The research has shown that the people who will most likely be living in this 

development are the over-40 crowd. This does not necessarily mean all retir-

ees, and Veridian Village won’t be an assisted living community. The hope of 

the administration is that people living in Veridian Village will be interested in 

interacting with the college and the students. If looked upon as a resource, this 

might be a great boon to Hampshire, potentially offering opportunities for in-

ter-generational learning.

The administration has many vague ideas regarding the possible interaction 

between students and the residents of the development. What is clear is that 

they want interaction between the two communities, but that the level of actu-

al interaction will depend on the residents and students. Residents will have a 

commons with a library and classrooms, among other amenities, and may also 

have access to some of Hampshire’s courses and the library. 

This development is not designed to drain Hampshire resources such as 

Physical Plant or Public Safety. The members of the development will pay fees 

to their own condominium association to take care of those sorts of matters. 

Hampshire Plans  
Residential Community
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