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STEPHEN IS TEACHING A HISTORY CLASS
on the victories of Pyrrhus of Epirus. The
class is visibly bored, unconcerned with

the subject and not disciplined. Before see-

ing the boys out of the classroom, Stephen

tells the students a cryptic and impenetra-
ble riddle about a fox burying his grand-

mother under a bush, which falls flat. One
student, Sargent, stays behind—so that
Stephen can show him how to do a set of
arithmetics exercises. Stephen indulges

him, but looks at the aesthetically unap-
pealing Sargent and tries to imagine Sar-

gent’s mother’s love for him. Afterwards,
Stephen go to visit the anti-semitic school
headmaster, Mr. Deasy, from whom he

collects his pay and a letter to take to a
newspaper office for printing. Deasy lec-
tures Stephen on the satisfaction of money
earned and the importance of efficiency
in money-management. This scene is the
source of some of the novel’s most famous
lines, such as Dedalus’s claim that God is
“a shout in the street” and that “history
is a nightmare from which I am trying to
wake.” He rejects Deasy’s biased recollec-
tion of past events, which he uses to justify
his prejudices. At the end of this episode,
Deasy makes another incendiary remark
against the Jews, stating that Ireland has
never extensively persecuted the Jews be-
cause they were never let in to the country.



