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There is nothing wrong with web designers. They make elegant web sites that accurately
represent entities. Their colors are nicely balanced; their interfaces are engaging and effective;
their content is well-curated, the result of many months spent reading many books whose titles
are all very similar. They make money and it is good that they make money.
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But buddies, this is 2011, this is a Future Year. Buildings are glossy and
moss-green and all the corners are rounded and the sky is a shade

of ultra-aquamarine. People have deep red skin and thick black lines
clearly demarcating them and the rest of the world. The music that pumps
into us from all directions is so ultra-relevant that it’s stopped really
meaning anything at all; there are now a trillion paths to enlightenment,
so according to my calculator we've each got upwards of 170 paths

to take before we know what’s at the end of each of them. There’s orange
lamplight shining down on my blue sheets and I'm casting at least two
shadows and there’s something a little subversive about how little sense
any of this is making, or how little it matters to me that it doesn’t.
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I’'m typing this on a machine that shoots itself out to a million
billion other machines, and we’re pulling the trigger for everything,
for stupid little thoughts and stories about children and words
which nobody will remember tomorrow or 50 seconds from now,
and that’s all right. It’s like fireworks over a pier or the ripples of
raindrops in an ocean; they don’t need to each be noticed in order
to be beautiful. Beauty isn’t something you have to teach anybody.
Maybe you teach them to appreciate beauty, but there is no
teaching being beauty.
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So we have an industry of people designing placemats,
and they are very good at what they do, but placemats
are not what | want to see people designing. They're all
designed for flat surfaces, for one thing, and we’re living
in an era of circular tables, tables made of nails, and
even tables which are themselves one enormous salad
bowl for us to sit and live in. The salad gets dirty but
mostly we don’t care; there is too much fun to be had

in our salad jungle to be eating all the time, or worrying
about who gets which rectangular salad space.

This is what | am getting at. The web is a salad jungle and we are way past just eating it. There
are forts to be built and guns to be fired pointlessly, entire economies of tomato trading and
lettuce bargains to form and rip apart again. Civilization’s the last thing our new society needs.
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VARIOUS SIZES

THE YANKEES’ STARTING ROTATION HAS CAUSED PLENTY OF HEADACHES

“Anytime he goes out there, you can count on him to go eight innings”

Sabathia, at ease

Derek Jeter was equally enthusiastic. “It's a tough team to pitch to over there, and he shut them down,” Jeter said

THE SCORE COULD HAVE BEEN FAR MORE LOPSIDED

but the team was able to muster only six runs despite having 11 hits and g walks

In the second inning, the Yankees scored first

against Max Scherzer by taking things one base at a time. Raul Ibafiez drew a one-out walk, and Eric Chavez followed
Tigers Manager Jim Leyland said he was not upset about the close call on the pitch

Rodriguez followed with a hard ground ball to third

In a laborious four and two-thirds innings, Scherzer (1-3) limited the Yankees to one extra-base hit and three runs, but he walked seven and allowed six singles

HE THREW 119 PITCHES

Luke Putkonen, making his major league debut, bailed out Scherzer
THE ROOKIE WENT ON TO ALLOW HIS SHARE OF BASE RUNNERS, TOO, GIVING UP THREE HITS AND TWO WALKS

A run-scoring fielder’'s choice by Rodriguez moved him past Mays with his 1,904th R.B.I.

RODRIGUEZ TRAILS EDDIE MURRAY BY 13 FOR SEVENTH
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